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LeishMan: a European consortium for the harmonisation of diagnosis, 
parasite typing and treatment of patients with leishmaniasis 

 

Gert Van der Auwera a, Pierre Buffet b, Mark Bailey c, Aldert Bart d, Ingrid Felger e, Johannes Blum e, on behalf of the entire LeishMan consortium 

a Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium   b UMR945 Immunity & Infection INSERM UPMC and Department of Parasitology, Pitié-Salpêtrière Hospital, Paris, France; 
c Birmingham Heartlands Hospital & Royal Centre for Defence Medicine, Birmingham, UK. d Department of Medical Microbiology, Centre for Infection and Immunity Amsterdam, Academic Medical Centre, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
e Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute, Basel, Switzerland. 

17 European institutes 
Infectious disease clinics, military institutes, hospitals in Mediterranean endemic areas 
Number of cases per site too limited for evaluating patient management ­ networking 

Consortium operates on funding from the partner institutes 

Central database 
Registration of all leishmaniasis patients 

Observational study 

Clinical record 
Patient background 
Clinical presentation 
Treatment + outcome 

Lab record 
Diagnosis 

Species typing 
Histology 

Guidelines 
Harmonisation of treatment, 

based on standardized diagnostic procedures and clinical parameters 
Current focus on cutaneous leishmaniasis 

Current output / related abstracts 
 
Meetings: twice a year 

Publications: 

1) Blum et al. (2012) Local or systemic treatment for 
New World cutaneous leishmaniasis? Re-evaluating 
the evidence for the risk of mucosal leishmaniasis. 
International Health 4; 153ς 163 

2) Leishman: Developing evidence based clinical 
recommendations for the treatment of cutaneous 
leishmaniasis in Europe (Abstract 616) 

3) Systematic comparison of five genotypic markers for 
species discrimination in Leishmania (Abstract 324) 

Contacts 
Network coordinator: Dr. Johannes Blum 
(johannes.blum@unibas.ch) 

Members present @ WorldLeish5: 
Names in red on the network map 

Full member list: see www.leishman.eu 

Joining the network 
 

1) The LeishMan network is open for additional 
members who can actively contribute to the 
database in terms of patient and diagnostic data. 

2) European institutes dealing with travel medicine, as 
well as those seeing patients in endemic areas of 
southern Europe are welcomed.  

3) Institutes wanting to join should be able to perform 
their own molecular diagnosis. 

4) Interested parties can contact the coordinator Dr. 
Johannes Blum (johannes.blum@unibas.ch) 

www.leishman.eu 


